‘ ‘To him that loved us, and washed uefrem our sins in his own blood, and hath » made us a 
‘s kings and priests unto God even to his Futher; to him be glory and dominion forever 4) 4 
¥ and ever—Amen. Revelations,chap.1. 
NO. -4. CINCINNATI, MONDAY, APRIL 2,1832. VOL. 1. 
_ CONVERSATION NO. 2. 
| Continued from | page 46. | 
Winter reigned ; ;—his first breath had ‘blown autumn and his golden fruits away ;’ he | 
then reared his giant form against the forests; he vexed their tallest sons, disarmed 
» them, stript them of their honors, and hurled them headlong from the brows of the 

y mountains; he bowed himself also over the vallies; he smote them inthe streams 

é thereof—their springs and their fountains of waters; the land gushed with rivers and 

e the labors of man were dissolved. His ierrors also broke upon the deep, and its billows 

t « were mingled with the heavens; he drove the sailor from the seas, and the wayfaring 

= man from his journey; he clothed himself in ‘ vapours, and clouds, and storms,’ and 

- ‘walked upon the wings of the wind ;’ the leaden influence of his reign. was oppression, 

and ard sore travail to man. 

Q ‘ Now dead the vegetable kingdom la 

And dumb the tuneful’ 
% He then congealed the lakes; with his breath he sealed up the rivers and fountains: . 

2 the sounding clods rung hard under the feet of the traveller. Now the weary clouds 

* roll heavily along the land and feed with never-ceasing flakes the accumulating mass. 

; that covers deep the earth; the trees groan and look big under the incumbent ioad that 


bows their branches to the giound—the fences are gorged, every chink and cranny is 
drifted full, the cattle stand shrivelied at the rack, the fowls chatter on the roost or — 
flounce in the deep snow, flocks of stranger-birds are seen to dart suddenly to § from the 
barn, where the winnuwing mill rattles in dreary dissonance to the storm that wrapa 
the world around : night comes on and men retire to their own homes, their own fami- 
lies and firesides; the blustering winds, at melancholy intervals, waft the snow with ° 
obtuse sound against the surcharged window, and a sentiment of misery or comfort, a!- 
 . ternately sways the bosom of man as he tastes the pleasures of home, or thinks of tle 
ae | dark and dreary storm that rules the world without. 
a ‘It was on such a night the master of Hareden, rousing himself from the drowsiness in 
which the day and its labours had issued, observed to Mr. Stansbury who sat on the op- 
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posite side with his forehead in one, hand and his elbow in the other— The church, 


Sir, has had a long and sad pilgrimage through this weary world since the day her Mas- _ 


ter took her by the hand to bring. her out of Egypt;—thig was touching the proper 
string, and it was responded to by 


Mr Sranssury—Truly, Sir, her footsteps have been in the deep ; all his billows have 


gone over her ; she has hitherto been seen like a stranger-vessel tossed amid the moun- 


tain waves: when we consider her own inconsiderable beginnings; her original sim- 
plicity ; the treachery of professed friends, and the open violence of avowed enemies ; 


when we look at the shifting of the nations; the ever-varying positions of the king- 


_ doms through which her way is laid;—when we reflect that her path has been throngh 


the narrow defiles of falling and conflicting empires, and that the great policies of As- 
syria, Persia, Greece, and Rome, in all their extent and weight have successively broken 
upon her; her very existence becomes an object of intensest interest, so that infidelity 
itself might well let fall a tear over the various and protracted sufferings of the daughter 
of Zion. We have indeed had a long and sad journey—we have had a Jong dark night, 


but we look for a brighter day;— morning is born of night, and the shining dew drops 


are from the womb of morning; the dark mines of Peru give forth gold, diamonds are 
from the crevices of Golconda ;—who would detect the glorious oak in the acorn, or 
_ thebeauties of the bird ot Paradise in the yolk of an egg? pearls are in the dark and 
deep recesses of Sumatra, and garnets and sapphires in the heart of the earth—the sun 
that laboured in the morn has shown in full splendor at noon; and though it is now dead 
winter, yet the woods shall hear the voice of spring and clothe them with all their 
honoars—He then that causeth light to arise out of darkness, who give us beauty 
for ashes and the oil of joy for the spirit of heaviness will yet arise in behalf of those 
who love him, he will yet dry up their tears; they shall yet lean their weary heaés upon 
his divine breast, and the church shall appar in her glory. | 


¢ “She shall arise and shall shine forth, 
Bright as the ee sun.’ 


O tite tossed with tempest and not comforted, the Almighty by whom 


alone she is sustained, ! will lay thy stones with fair colours and thy foundations with 
sapphires: I will make thy windows of agates and thy gates with carbuncles, and all 
thy borders of pleasant stones, and all thy children shall be taught of the Lord, and 
great shall be the peace of thy children: In righteousness shalt thou be established ; thou 
shalt be far from oppression a0 that “thou shalt not fear, and from térror so that it shall 
not come near thee. 

Mr Locks. —Thie subject of the Millennium, I perceive, is very dear to your belief, 


Mr Stansbury: I must say, however, the case is somewhat different with me; the Mil. | 
lennium is one of those Scripture matters which my reason does not at present fully 


apprehend : I have of late earnestly endeavored to ascertain where it is that Scripture 
prophecy takes its greatest effect, but my success has not been in proportion to my 


wishes ; and I long to see such a disposition of the prophecies as would enable me to 


lay hold of the smbject through a proper medium, for I think if a state of the church, 


such as I have heard you describe, is still before us; if it is destined the true religion is 


to rule mankind in the manner sometimes alleged by yourself, then I do not wonder at 
the seeming enthusiasm of many in regard to the Millennium: pray, Sir, how would 
you proceed in teaching one to the referer ce 
to this subject of the Millennium? ,, 


Mr S.—Prophecy, Sir, may be compared toa stream issuing from some deep and. 


distant ravine among the Andes: at.first it is single, small, and unpromising, because _ 


there is nothing’to be watered by it in the rude, precipitous and mountainous localities 
where it has its origin, but as the mountains fade into hills, and the hills dissolve into 
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| 

planes ; asthe country becomes level and the waters descend to the champaign below, 
they are enlarged, spreading themselves into wide flowing rivers, and bearing along 
with them plenty and gladness to the populous realms and kingdoms through which 
they are distributed. Who would think that what is yonder a simple jete d’eau, should 
here be a mighty river, flowing with all grandeur into the ocean by a mouth a hun- 
dred miles in width? it is so of prophecy, also; who would have thought that the 
stream of prophecy commencing with the following dark prediction, delivered in the. 
way of a threat too, would ever have become so deep, so broad, so various, as to mingle 
itself with the fortunes of the most renowned individuals, families, cities, countries and 
kingdoms the world ever saw? -‘ It shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.’ 
Now between the two extreme points of this prediction; between Adam and Jesus, 
how is prophecy dilated and multiplied ! 

When men and kingdoms were few in nuqiber, nothing, or but little could be said 
about them, but as they multiplied, the prophets of the Most High multiplied also; and 
as the nations apostatized and their rulers repudiated the knowledge of the true God, 
we see those glorious ancients raising themselves on high, in the midst of Israel, and 
rebuking the kingdoms in strains the most animated and sublime. Tyre, Sidon, Nin- 
eveh, Moab, Ammon, Edom, and Egypt pass in review before thei, and receive succes. 
_ sively at the hand of the prophets the condeinnation due to their apostacy: Babylon with 
all her grandeur is not excepted. ‘ Babylon,’ exclaims Isaiah, ‘ Babylon, the glory of 
kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldea’s excellency shall be as when God overthrew So- 
- dom and Gomorrha ; it shall never be inhabited, neither shall it be dwelt in from gene- | 
ration to generation ; neither shall the Arabian pitch his tent there; neither shall the 
shepherds make their folds there; but wild beasts of the desert shall lie there, and their 
houses shall be full of doleful creatures, and owls shall dwell there, and satyrs shall 
dance there, and the wild beasts of the island shall cry in their desolate houses, and 
dragons in their pleasant palaces, and her time is near te come, and her days shall not. 
be prolonged.’ | 

Mr L.—These, Mr Stansbury, are the great things of God’s law, and they instruct 
and delight while they exalt the soul. I would ask, however, whether there is not some 
fixed point, from which we can take a pitch, and rising .. 1 the lower to the higher 
from first, and fixed, and known, and acknowledged things, mount up to the ultimate 
and to me, as yet, the less determined, and the less known, and less acknowledged things 
of the Millennium? Do you think, Sir, that the governments and policies of the whole 
world is to be dissolved and to make way for the revelation of the sons of God—the 
_gaints—the kingdom of the Messiah, as a kind of 5th empire? 

Mr S.—I do; and the fact is communicated to us by the prophets in many portions of 
the holy writings. If God spared not the Jewish nation when it sinned, neither will he 
spare any nation on earth in like circumstance of guilt and alienation, ‘ For thus saith 
the Lord God of Israel unto me, saith Jeremiah, ‘Take the wine cup of this fury at 
my hand, and cause all the nations to whom I send thee to drink it; and they shall 

drink and be moved and be mad because of the sword which I will send among them: 
‘Then took I the cup at the Lord’s hand and made all the nations to drink, unto whom the 
Lord had sent me, viz, Jerusalem and the cities of Judah, and the kings thereof, and the 
princes thereof, to make them a desolation, an astonishment, a hissing, and a curse ; 
(as itis this day); Pharoah, king of Egypt, and his servants, and his princes, and all 
his people; and all the mingled people: and all the people of the land of Uz; and all 
_ the kings of the land of the Philistines, and Askelon, and Azzah,; and Ekron, and the ~ 
remnant of Ashdod, Edom, and Moab, and to the children of Ammon; and all the kings — 
of Tyrus, and all the kings of Sidon, and all the kings of the isles which are beyond — 

the sea—Dedan, and Teman, and Buz, and all that are in the utmost.corners; and all — 

the kings of the mingled people that dwell in the desert: and all the kings of Zimri, and 
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ail and all the kings of the Medes, and all the kings of theinorth, far 
and near, one with another, and ali the kingdoms of the world which are upon the face 
of theearth ; and the king of Sheshack shal! drink last : therefore thou shalt say unto 
"them, ‘thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, drink ye and be yedrunken, 
and spew, and fall, and rise no more, because of the sword which I will send among you; 


and it shall be if they refuse to take the eupat thy hand, then shalt thou say unto them, 
_ ‘thus saith the Lord of hosts, ye shall certainly drink ; for lo I begin to bring evil upon 
the city which is called by my name, and should you be utterly unpunished? therefore, 
- [ will call for a sword upon all the inhabitants of the earth, saith the Lord of hosts.’ 

Mr L.—Thisis dreadful, Sir, but may Meare” not refer to the fate of the ancient 
rather than the modern world? 

Mr S.—Yes, Sir, hut other prophecies speak with equaftertainty clearnéta of 
the removal of the modern world, itt government and its religion; and indeed the Son 
of God is not represented as receiving his kingdom till the moment fixed by the Father 
for the overthrow of all earthly establishments; then indeed comes in the pomp of | 
heaven, He, concerning whom Daniel says; ‘saw in the night visions, and behold one 
like the Son of man | Jesus Christ] came: with the clouds of heaven, and came to the 
An of Days, and they brought him near before him ; and there was given him 
dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages should 
serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away; and 
his kingdom, that which shall not be destroyed.’ Dan. 7 chap. 13 v. We are now wait- 
ing then for those great events which are to rid the world ofthe — and to issue in 
the glorious appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ. | 

Mr L.—This is certainly to the purpose, and I have more than once aed ouer- 
whelmed by the contents of the seventh chapter of his prophecies, from whom you have 
drawn the quotation. Celsus, I have been informed, was so struck with the matter of 
this book that he asserted it to have been written after the events took place, | 

Mr S.—Celsus too saw it but partially fulfilled ; what would have been the astonish- 
i ment of that renowned infidel, if he had lived to see its contents, nearly its whole 
contents, verified as we have done? but, Sir, I shall endmvor to narrow the ground 


and to lead your mind by the for 
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ROBERT DALE owes. 


On the evenings of the 5th ia 6th ult. Robert Dale Owen read 
two discourses in the Court house of this place to crowded audi- 
ences. The first on ‘Free Enquiry,’ the last on ‘Religion’ we 
attended in the hope of hearing the great objects of human re- 
research, nature, society and religion, set forth, separated and de- 
fined after & manner suited to the title of his discourses, i in this, 
_ however, we were completely disappointed. The second Lecture 
was, in our estimation at least, devoid of dignity, and consisted 
chiefly of vulgar railery concerning those whom‘he styled the 
© Rev. Clergy.” No line of demarkation at all was drawn between 

pow presen as it came from the hands of its Seer and 
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been subj ected. Paul and the Pope: were equally the idles of | 

his inuendo, and scorn.: ~The excellent Watson of 

Landaff says, “That a philosopher or enquirer after truth forfeits 

all reputation with me, when he introduces railing for reason- __ 

ing, and Vulgar and illiberal sarcasm in the room of argument.’ 
As it wasthe seaSon of ‘Free Enquiry,’ we could not help stand-— 

‘ing up and reading a few things relative to the logic of some 
points of his first discourse; we intended to give a review of the 
whole of it, but lacked both time and opportunity of doing so, the — 
ma ript "being left"but a few hours 1 m our spoke as 
follows: 

Mr Owen, I was present last evening when you spoke on ‘ Free 
Enquiry,’ I had then some observations in preparation, and should | 

perhaps:have spoken them, but such was-the bustle excited by the 
_ draft you made oft the national and religious feelings ofgcertain 
individuals present that I deemed it most proper to be silent; I 
thought I perceived, too, an unwillingness among the ‘ Free En- 
- quirers’ to.admit_of free enquiry into : the merits of what had been 
spoken. After you had finished, I took the liberty to introduce 
myself, and -requested the favor of your manuscript; you very 
politely acceded to my wishes and gave me the Discourse. I have 
_ written strictures on certaiportions of it, which with your liberty, 
and that of the audience, [ shall now read. 

We very courteously obtained a hearing, and after reading a 
few things relative to™the objects of human enquiry, in which it 
was stated that men™had successively exploded from the field of 
research, not only the Deity, but matter and mind also, we pre- 
ceeded as follows— 

All enquiry, then, whether fettered’ or free, must terminate al: 

_timately on Nature, Society, and Religion; but- who are the 
great masters here? who have enquired most freely into Nature, 
into Society, into Religion? who are the great fathers'of the‘phi- — 
losophy of Matter—the philosophy of Mind—the philosophy of . 

_ Religion? were they men who despised religion, who sneered atthe | 
believer? Mr Owen-would have us believe there is virtue in great | 
names. Task again, then, who are those that have eoquired most 
freely into Nature, Society, and Religion? - ee 

Natural Science claims as her ornaments, Sir | 
Newton, Ferguson, Bacon, Boyle, - 
_ Moral Science: is adorned by the: talents of Locke, "Bey, || 
Reid, Stewart, and Browm 

Religious Science claims the homage of all these and more too; | 
Milton, Young; Cowper, Spencer; Johnston, Rush, Berkley; Mead, 
Jurieu, Warburton, ‘and, as Mr Qwen informs us, our Presidents _ 
toa Adams, — helen 
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popular creeds are thus denounced as the children of the Devil—Americans, the Revo- 
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of ohn, it appears was a praying Deist! which I confess is 
a rara aves in terra (a rare bird) and worth the contending for. 
The following memento in the Owen's speech 


was peculiarly emphasized : 


‘And be one! remembered when mn talk and dethorelixing 
tendency of scepticism ; when they cry out about the licentious influence of unbelief; 
when in sweeping phrase, they denounce all heretics as profligaies, mischief makers, 
disorganizers, and wicked .men; then, then, in the hour of assault and abuse be it 
boldly said. be it faithfully remembered that Jefferson, that Franklin, that Adams, that 
‘Monroe, that Washington were all sceptics, heretics, infidels, whichever of the mean- 
ingless terms Orthodoxy may be pleased to select, and that when honest diseenters from 


lutionary Fathers! her best, her bravest, her noblest, are expressly included in the nal 
nunciation [Credat Judeus Apella non ego. 


It isa poor rule that does not work both ways. In humble imi- 
tation gf the rhetoric of Mr Owen, then, allow me of*your clem- 
ency, My fellow countrymen,tosay— 

Be one thing remembered! when men as he dees, talk of the 


heartiessness and demoralizing tendency of Religion—when they — 


cry out about the licentious influence of belief; when in sweeping 
phrase they denounce all such as profligates, mischief makers, 
enemies to free inquiry, and wicked men! then, then, in the hour 
of assault and abuse, be it boldly said; be it faithfully remembered, 
that Newton, that Locke, that Boyle, that Bacon, were heliovers, 
christians, orthodox, priests, or whatever of the meaningless terms 
scepticism may be pleased to select; and that when honest dissen- 
ters from the sceptic’s creed are thus denéunced as the children 
of the Devil, i. e. the sceptics Devil—enquiry in fetters, Ame- 
Ticans, the Fathers of mankind, the fathers of all true light in 
Nature, Society and Religion, are expressly included im the de- — 
puincigion! 
Monroe and were Deists! yes, and in 
hip Deism Thomas Jefferson exclaimed, ‘ When I think of the God 


of justice, tremble for my country But what did these dis- 


statesmen wereDeists—i. e. they believed 
hy, his, works anjthe, existaneg and-character of the Deity. Why, 
then, ane they.the objects.of Mr-Qwen’s, unconstrained praise? be- 
cause they have less faith fibaniasChristian? no, not at all, on the 
they had. more) faith and less. evidence; and while the 
mere works of God flashed upun..these mea’siconsciences the con- 


-yietionof bis, being and,charaoter; sentiments of the Deity 
sustained in the mind of a christian, bythe double influence 
and word, Jo sgsmod ons eminlo 


all shore: in great thoy truth? 
‘ean, they change she: nature: Of 
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BY SCOTT. 
who am not ashamed ever here to confess my belief, honestly and 
_~ openly, I repudiate all such authority, and revere these for and 
against my belief which I have just now named, not more than I 
do the dust in the street. Religion teaches us to love and 
truth for its own sake, and does not R. D..Owen know perfectly, 
a that names are no authority? whither then his appeal to the scep- 
 ,ticism of our Presidents, was not of the nature of a captandum > 
pulgus, a catch pole, rather than of true argument and honest and 
fair reasoning I leave the audience to decide; inthe mean time, _ 
give christians and christianity fair play; give themthe libertyof § [am 
and of honest enquiry; give them evidence and they will 
‘ make a full, a free, an unreserved surrender of all the weight and oP 
influence and good, to be derived from great names; yea, even 
from the names of Jefferson, Franklin, Monroe, Washington — 
Washington! Father of our country, indeed? but not the “Father 
of our existence, nor the Redeemer of our sOtils. 
Mr Owen observes ‘That simple argument is the means, and 
_ the only means which one man ever ought or ever need to use, to 
correct the sentiments of another. Truth disclaims every support.’ 
Now, Mr Owen’s discourse is entitled ‘FREE ENQUIRY, | 
_ I would ask, then, what simple argument, calculated to correct the 
sentiment of a believer who knows any thing of proof and propc- 
sition; what argument related even to his own proposition is 
there in his dastardly appeals from all manhood to manlessness ; 
from the*great and.bhonourable virtues of reverence and vene- 
ration for the Maker*of the heavens and the earth, to a blind, ben- 
ding, B@gearly oblation of all reason and common sense, which he 
~—— insinuate is the indissoluble concomitant of religious belief? 
o be led by some one, is to man perfectly natural, and sceptics 
Rae it too; it is a part of the constitution of things under which 
man makes his entrance upon the stage of time. We first have 
fathers and mothers, sisters and brothers, relatives, friends, ac- 
quaintances, fellow citizens, and fellow men; then come our school 
teachers, also, for scepticism has led some of them as far away 
from his works, as it has led others from his wordi- ‘Then 
come the remoter and higher relations of general government for 
the full grown man, so that there is nothing in our natural and 
“social constitution of things to render the idea of a guide or in- — 
structor abhorrent to us. It never startled me to hear of instruc- | 
tors in Nature, Society, and Religion. Nature led: kine, fellow 
desire such aids, and I sought them greedily; but mark me, fel 
citizens, the man who solicits my attention now; the pe 
whom I shall now give my hand, or head, or heart, for ailees. .* 
must be of grave consideration ; not a boy ; not araw youth;—a ©" 
true maf, who by his labors in nature, society, and religion, 
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_ men and despise them? J think not; surely you think 


> 
has demonstrated to my fellow men, and tome, that heundersiands 
himself what he affects to teach others; not one neither, who shall 
anticipate with a sneer my ‘ free inquiries’ into any of these igh — 
matters;—not one who shall take for granted what he ought first — 


to prove, and follow me like the man with the birth in “his hand, 
brandishing over my unenlightened reason, the terrors of a come 


temptible petitio principio. Listen to what follows: 


‘ And it [enquiry}-mnst be fearless: . The disciple of free enquiry works not out his 
salvation in fear and trembling, but in boldness and self possession. Fear may be the 
friend of orthodoxy, ‘it is the foe of truth. Before the throne of heaven we may kneel, 


our eyes yand our reason prostrated ;-—before the throne of truth, we must stand 


_ erect, Our eyes open and our judgments awake. _As believers, we may a an 


submit—as enquirers, we must arise and examine ! ae 


What a worse than trembling, what a painful an oppressive ap- 
ion is conmilinicated here of that religion whose very first 
essay on the heart; is to fill it with that love of God and man 
which casteth out fear! truly the interpretation is one of a thousand ! 
And so Locke, and Bacon, and Newton, did but bow to God in 


the absence of light, and reason, and boldness, and self possession, 


and all other virtues which attach to man! The Apostle censuring 
some of the believers for entertaining too little respect for their 


_ fellows, and for a confident and perhaps pharasaical feeling, (for 


believers, like unbelievers, can be pharisaical,) tells such to work © 
out their “salvation with reverence “and trembling; gentlemen, 
ought we not to reverence the rights and characters of one another ; 
ought we untremblingly to arrogate superi6rity over our "i low 
Bible says not! and the weakly and unworthy atitude which 
is here given to the Apostle’s words only demonstrate hownearly a 


_ prejudiced heart is associated with an unbelieving head. 


Mr Owen says— it boots not curiously to enquire when and 
how man first sprung into being. or why he is destined thus faith- 
fully, and gradually to emerge from the night of error and igno- 


Fance;—enough that he now exists” Enough, indeed,—what 
means this term enough? Enough of enquiry !—this is strange, 


tis passing strange to me! does Mr Owen recollect Mount Athos ; 


does he-recollect the anecdote of Xerxes and the Helespont; the 


story of Canute, his courtiers, and the ocean? if he does, then let 


- him also remember, that ‘the mind is a Mount Athos, which no 


despot can hew down and cast into the sea, be it ever so audacious 
— it is a“Hellespont, whose waves may bescourged, but cannot be 
chains—it is an ocean, whose tides. rise 
irresistibly, whether the sovreign set his chair on the beach or 
not!’ . Christianity knows nothing about ‘ enough’ of enquiry. 
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_ Mr Owen tell the lovers of science. ‘It bootiiag 


tic is making free enquiries at the oracle of the 
_ the morning came on wrapt up in clouds; it was still dark, 
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lations of the past and future, and his very life and happiness lies 
in the contemplation of things that are behind and things that are 
before; the present is with him a mere stepping stone from the — 
first to the last, and from the last to th® first of these regions of 
thought. He likes not always to look before——he likes not always 


to look behind, but to both of them he will look, and to dare to cut 
~ him off from either is to do violence to humen nature; itis to — 
make a schism inthe mind, and in folly can be equalled only by, — 

him who by dividing and subdividing a board, would hope, finally, 


to obtain a relangular figure, with one side, with one Surface: 
What! prevent man from enquiring into the past with a refe- 


_ rence to his origin? as well might you forbid him to look ahead 


to his final destiny. ‘It boots not. curiously to enquire when and 
how man first sprang into being, &c.’. be it so; but as well may 
Hicuriously to en- 

fir prospects may 


quire into the sources of the Nile—and with asim 
he hope to see the time when men will sit down and take no care 
for the future, as to hope the time epee band when men will forget 
and to rejoice in the 

ir own 

A few mornings ago I awaked me before the dawning of the day, 
(for believe me my fellow citizens, that christians can easily ac- 
complish all their extraordinary duties in one half the time a scep- 


god Somnus,) 


and the dense rain-cloud lay heavily along the land dripping un- 
lyiits watery contents upon the world below: the first rays 


ceasing 
of light Smiote the higher regions of the darkened atmosphere, in 


an angle so obtuse as to make it to me most wonderful how they~ 
should ever triumph over a gloom so great, but they were quickly 


and constantly succeeded by innumerable myriads of other rays 


of more direct force than themselves, which playing of the artil- 


lery of light upon the black mass, soon put to rout the powers of : 


darkness, and the world and the works of man immediately stood — 
revealed in light. 

I observed that while the rays shone aloft they took but little 
effect, for this plain reason they had nothing to take effect upon, 
but as they se Na to the earth, as the angle of incidence di- 


_ Minished, their power increased, light multiplied in a surprising 


ratio, when the sun arose and the earth was enlightened with his 


-_giory. 


The analogy is perfect, fellow citizens, it is in Religion as it is 


in Nature and Society, there is.a morning, a noon, and a night. 


The power#of: darkness with whom believers have had to contend 


have been immense; from the — sceptics of Egypt and 
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- tofore been filled with sceptics ; sceptics have 
have nurtured us; 
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Assyria, to those of Greece and Rome, who filled the world with 
their gods; and fromthose again, down to the sceptical villains of 


France and the continent who substituted the gullotine for the hot 
pincers and hot pans of their brethren of the Bastilé, believers | 
have had a long dark night to contend with; the world has here- 
ten us; sceptics 
have taught us, and sceptics (if we be- 
dieve Mr owen) have ruled us. ‘Truly scepticism, whether of 
ate ge af Rome, of Spain or of France, 1s indeed the reign of 
terror! 
As Religion has had her long dark night, so pidiipophsy and 
government have had their long dark nights. 

But although a false, or corrupted, or defective philosophy has 


prevailed in the world for thousaiids of years, does it thence follow 


that there is no @#@h a thing a3 true Philosophy? 
_ Again—although tyrannical governments, by sultans, emperors, 


dictators, évc. have injured and abused society for ages; 


does it thence follow that there is no such thing as just and equi- 
_ table government? no p 


rinciple in existence on which ee 


government can be formed? Finally, 


Because false and Religion has prevailed for ages, 
does it thence follow that there is no such thing as true religion? 
analogically it does not follow, and the enormities described and 
rebuked by the lecturer, have not in a single instance the sanction 
of the Author of Christiansty. Christianity as it reads in the 
New Testament, is free from the blood of all men. a 

_ After all, philosophy and government have but little to boast 
over religion; and at present false forms of them are as prevalent 
as false forms of religion. 

The above was all we had time to write on the Discourse. 


put to Mr Owen ina letter addressed 


The following question I 


_ to him at Wheeling—‘ whether the maxims of our blessed Re- 


deemer were not wholly incongruous to the absurdities and abuses 
which he rebuked in his two Lectures? ‘In reply,’ says he, 12th 
ult. ‘to your question Jesus’ approval or disapproval of 


Kino encroachment, I answer without hesitation that I conceive 
as much opposed to it as —— ee 


who advocate the Ancient Gospel and of 
Jesus’ institution have little or nothing to fear from those who make | 
their to oppose we have none. 
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‘ Besides not through a righteousness of law, the promise was to Abraham and to. 
his seed, that he should bethe heir of a world, butthrongh a righteousness of faith,’ 
Rom. 4th chap. On the supposition that this splendid promise means what it cays ;— 
what a pity but the faithfui would separate themselves from the present evil and anti- 
quated order of things, and show to their fellow men bow much society and the world 


Atheists, had now died out, and ‘ that the world, the great globe itself, were given to us 
the men of faith,’ —what would we do with it? would we parcel it out into individual} 
. plantations, villages, towns, cities and states, as has been done by the men of no faith? 
and should our villages, towns, cities, and states be regulated by the laws, governments, 
and religion which are found in old society? then I think we ought not to 66% 
better let the men of flesh possess it forever; 

Society as managed by wicked men, on the principle of lawy is 
righteousness which is well pleasing to God : it is full of unnatin poverty, and unna- 
tural riches ; it is full of rival interests and of the ambitions of personal, family, and 


professional distinctions. so that ‘ if any man isa friend to the world, he is, says Gt. 
James, an enemy to God. 
-- Jt is truly affecting to see how little good irreligious men have done for the world 
during the 6000 years they have been permitted to possess and rule it! Christians ought 
to bid adieu to the old world and to all its ways, civil, political, and literary, and begin 


new order of things—an order of things which would meet the approval of that righ-— 


teous disposition which grows vut of their own faith in Godan order of things which 


would work no ill to its neighbour. It is by faith, that Christians in their Baptism, are — 


constituted righteous, and it is by a righteousness growing vut of their faith, they are 
finally to heir the world:—How magnificent to behold the Almighty distribating worlds 
to those who love him! Kings bestow empty titles and hollow offices on their favorites, 
but to Abraham, and men of like principles, he has promised the world ! | 
# 


For reasons which it is allowed the reader to infer, I am anxious | 


the Evanceisr should embody a. just and scriptural definition of 
Faith; not because I conceive it probable my readers have not 
already read and thought of this important principle in the An- 
cient Gospel; but generall¥, if not universally, our attempts to 
define faith, have’ not, I think, been very eminently characterized 
for that sobriety of mind which willingly contents itself with what 
the Scriptures have said on the subject. At the restoration of the 
Ancient Gospel, the first point to be gained was to arrange the se- 
veral items of Faith—repentance, baptism, remission of sins, the 


holy spirit, and the resurrection. A second and distinct effort 


called on us to supply the auditors with definitions, so that the pro- 
clamation of the Ancient Gospel was distinguished Ist, for the 
arrangement of its terms, and 2d for orderly and Scriptura defi- 
nitions of these terms, beginning with Faith. 


would be improved if managed and constituted on a plan devised by that wisdom and 
goodness which arises from faith in God! Suppose Infidels, Deists, Theists, Sceptics and _ 
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to those of Greece and Rome, who filled the world with 
ror em and from those again, down to the sceptical villains of 
France and the continent who substituted the gullotine for the hot 
pincers and hot pans of their brethren of the Bastilé, believers 
have had a long dark night to contend with; the world has here- 


- tofore been filled with sceptics; sceptics have begotten us; sceptics 


have nurtured us; sceptics have taught us, and sceptics (if we be- 


dieve Mr owen) have ruled us. ‘Truly scepticism, whether of 


Greece or 
terror ! 


Rome, of Spain or of France, 1s indeed the reign of 


As Religion has had her long dark night, so philosophy and 


government have had their long dark nights. 


But although a false, or corrupted, or defective philosophy has 


prevailed in the world for thousaiids of years, does it thence follow 
ich a thing as true Philosophy ? 
Again—although tyrannical governments, by sultans, emperors, 
kings, dictators, éxc. have injured and abused society for ages ; 
does it thence follow that there is no such thing as just and equi- 


table government? no principle in existence on which equitable — 
government can be formed? Finally, | 


Because false and corrupted Religion has prevailed for ages, 
does it thence follow that there is no such thing as true religion? 
analogically it does not follow, and the enormities described and 
rebuked by the lecturer, have not in a single instance the sanction 
of the Author of Christiansty. Christianity as it reads in the 
New Testament, is free from the blood of all men. 


After all, philosophy and government have but little to boast — 
over religion; ; and at present false forms of them are as prevalent 


as false forms of religion. - 
The above was all dane to: the 


The following question I put to Mr Owen ina letter addressed 

_to him at Wheeling—‘ whether the maxims of our blessed Re- 
ous to the absurdities and abuses © 
which he rebuked in his two Lectures? ‘In reply,’ says he, 12th 


deemer were not wholly 3 


ult. ‘to your question Jesus’ approval or disapproval of 
| Ki y encroachment, I answer without hesitation that I conceive 
to be as much opposed to it as any ony Paige sue 


races who advocate the Ancient Gospel and deviant Order of 


Jesus’ institution have little or nothing to fear from those who make ~ 
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of lew, the promise to Abrahamand to 


his seed, that he should bethe heir of a world, butthrough a righteousness of faith,’ 
- Rom. 4th chap. On the supposition that this splendid promise means what it’says ;— 
what a pity but the faithfui would separate themselves from the present evil and anti- 


quated order of things, and show to their fellow men how much society and the world | 


would be improved if managed and constituted on a plan devised by that wisdom and 
goodness which arises from faith in God! Suppose Infifiels, Deists, Theists, Sceptics and 
Atheists, had now died out, and ‘ that the world, the great globe itself, were given to us 
the men of faith,’ —what would we do with it? would we parcel it out into individua) 
. plantations, villages, towns, cities and states, as has been done by the men of no faith? 


i and should our villages, towns, cities, and states be regulated by the laws, governments, 


. 
better let the men of flesh possess it forever: i 

Society as managed by wicked men, on the principle of lat : 
righteousness which is well pleasing to God : it is full of unnatural poverty, and unna- 
tural riches ; it is full of rival interests and of the ambitions of personal, family, and 
professional distinctions. so that ‘if any man isa friend to the world, he Is, says St. 
James, anenemy toGod. | | 

It is truly affecting to see how little good irreligious men have done for the world 
during the 6000 years they have been permitted to possess and rule it! Christians ought 
to bid adieu to the old world and to all its ways, civil, political, and literary, and begin 
new order of things—an order of things which would meet the approval of that righ- 
teous disposition which grows out of their own faith in God—an order of things which 
would work no ill to its neighbour. It is by faith, that Christians in their Baptism, are 


constituted righteous, and it is by a righteousness growing vut of their faith, they are 


finally to heir the world:—How magnificent to behold the Almighty distributing worlds 
to those who love him! Kings bestow empty titles and hollow offices on their favorites, 


For reasons which it is 8 allowed the reader to infer, I am anxious 
the Evanceuisr should embody a. just and scriptural definition of 
Faith; not because { conceive it probable my readers have not 


already read and thought of this important principle in the An- 


cient Gospel; but generall¥, if not universally, our attempts to 
define faith, have not, I think, been very eminently characterized 
for that sobriety of mind which willingly contents itself with what 
the Scriptures have said on the subject. At the restoration of the 
Ancient Gospel, the first point to be gained was to arrange the se- 
veral items of Faith—repentance, baptism, rémission of sins, the 


holy spirit, and the resurrection. A second and distinct effort 


called on us to supply the auditors with definitions, so that the pro- 
clamation of the Ancient Gospel was distinguished Ist, for the 
arrangement of its terms, and 2d for orderly and Scriptural defi- 
nitions of these terms, ners with Faith. 
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‘FAITH, 
A DEFINITION IN FACT. 
NO. 


The pera of the world has aforded ample opportunity for 
‘the development of all that is great in man; we have seen him in 


_ the arts; we have seen him in philosophy; -we have seen him at 
, the bar, and in the Senate-house :—in peace and in war we have 


seen him, and in all these things we have seen he can be great— 


great in war, like the rapid, and terrible, and winged Macedonian, . 


thundering like Achilles, or powerful and pleasing as Hector— 
_ strong as Manoah’s son, and in conquest rich as Caesar, like the 


mighty Stagyrite profound and various in wisdom, and harmonious 
as the sage of Crotona; like Homer too, we have seen him, like 
tien, and Newton, and Locke, we have seen him, but it is only 
when humanity is sustained by Faith in-the Eternal perhaps, that 
we see it clothing itself with all the sublimity of which it is capa- 


_ ble—It is only when it is brought to act in great and hazardous 
_ enterprises on a simple confidence in the unseen God, that it 


nae summit of that moral grandeur, for which it is dis 
ished. 


hold Moses at the sea of Edom with the burden of the sack 
nation on his soul: he had gone downto Egypt; he had seen her 


_ royal lord; his eyes had beheld Pharaoh; and he asserted the 


rights of his brethren; he claimed for ‘the Most High his:people ; 
‘shewed his signs among them and wonders im the land of Ham; 
he sent darkness and made it dark: he turned their waters into 


blood, and slew their fish; their land brought forth frogs in abur- 


the arms of Eoypt behind! ~The nation fainted at the 


dance in the chambers of their kings; he spake and there came 
divers sorts of flies and lice in all their coasts; he gave them hail 
for rain and flaming fire in their land; he smote their vines, also, 
and their fig-trees, and broke the trees of their coast; he spoke and 
the locusts came and caterpillars, and that without number, and 
they did eat up all the herbs in their land, and devoured the fruit 
of their ground;’ he smote also all the fi st-born of their land, the 
chief of all their strength: He brought the people forth also with 


silver and gold, and there was not one feeble person among tke 


tribes; but now he stood with the beléved of the Lord in charge. 
Israel with all his bands—the terrors of the Red sea before, and 


would have returned to the oppesener'e yoke. 
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BY_WALTE 


But lo! the man of faith elevates liis hand; he sigbiiion tle 
rod of God-over the mighty deep; the winds blow; the waves 
retire; the waters are divided; the sea’ is dried and Israel on 

the shores of deliverance--sings ‘atemporal triumph in .the. 
of Moses; *I will” sing unto the Lord for he has triumphed 
- glorious! y—the horse and his rider hath he thrown into the’ sea: 
the Lord is my strength and song.and.he has become my salvation: 
..He.is my Ged-and Iwill prepare him.a habitation;.my father’s 
God, I will exalt him; the Lordis‘a man of; war, the Lord is” 
name!” Pharaoh's chariots’ nd his horses hath he cast into.the 
| seas his chosen captains also are drowned in the Red “The 
- depths have Covered theni; they sak unto the bottom as a stone: 
thy right hand; O Lord, has become ‘glorious in thy fight 
Lord, has dashed j in. pieces the enemy.’) 

‘“Tsit.not developed in'the above case that Faith is 
‘believing what*we ‘are told; arid ii doing, ‘promptly doirig, what 

“we arebid of God? undoubtedly. it is, and this’is the manner 
takén ‘by ‘the “Apostle to” instruct, the in the, nature\ and 
wer of true faith ith, says he, they. passed. ‘through 
ee sea_as by dry. land, which the- tians assaying. to do 
without faith, were’ drowned., It-was on ‘this: principle he..kept 
the Passover, and’ sought salvation forthe first*born-of “his peop e 
“in “thes wrinkling of blood: ‘he forsook tals6 on this principle 
“and teflised to be : Called. the Son of Pharaoh's daughter. The same 

faith operating in his parents, inspired them with a noble contempt 
thecommands of Pharaoh, and.they hid Moses..three months, 
“because they saw he was a proper child, Joseph, and Jacob, and 

and Abraham, all afford examples of ‘the. and 
which the of, a true iD. God, 


overcome; and | in those whom they ‘have todo: Bo 
“Conceive it, too inconsiderable a matter merely to believe. 
the Christ—object, to its. novelty, and all. the. world 
believe it! some cayil at the ordinance, despise immersion, and 
ask, whether there is atiy thing i in the water :. others think that-the 
preacher does not sufficiently reverence. the sacrifice of the blessed 
“Redeemer; and most are willing by any excuse to avoid obedience : 

This. one sdys ‘T have no faith,” that one ‘1 haye no. feeling ;”. 

_is afraid, another ashamed, a third careless, and a fourth, profane ; 

while” those who have a profession. of in. some party 

form; a'scries sof objections, babe be re moved, of. 
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sut hope every hope they have faith, 
hope they have repentance, hope they have remission of sins, hope 
they have the Holy Spirit, nay, they.even hope they have been 
baptized—nothing at all being with them a matter of certainty— 
having no confidence that they are the POSeAapNe, pnd heirs of any 


positive or immediate blessings. 


Now, héve is the for y 
and from house to house in the’ Ancient Gospel and in order to 
clear away. the rubbish, his mind muSt,be richly furnished with 


If the 
objection is have no-feeling then.sej-” vate, faith, from feeling 
andsply the:sinner with the ease of Abraham:sacrificing his.son- 


the history,of the men .of faith from Abel downw ard. 


Isaac by faith, without’ re: 
feeling, viz the parental fee 


rardeven: to the finest of all -humen 
ling: ‘if he asks whether there isany 


thing in the»water, answer. his question by asking another; ‘ask | 


whether there was any. 


ing inthe rod of ‘Moses, or_the ‘mantle 


of Elijah,with which he smote asunder, the swellings of, Jordan, 
or thé rams’ horns that-blewsdown the walls of Jericheyor-in the 
thread that saved Rachaby, or inthe sprinkling of the-blood 
that saved the first born on that night when the destroying: angel 


cut off. all the first-born of Egypt. 


The‘ restoration ofthe Ancient Gospel gave birth” to the most 
phenomena: Ifthe reader has ever practised-fishing at 
night, has-ever hfted-the light over thepool, or has seen.any 


other’ 


person do it; if he has watched ‘subsequent appearances 


and looked at the crowd of fishes which approached the flambeau, — 


swimming - carelessly and lazily under the light, some, howey 


er, 

active and suspicious, some nearer to band and some further. off ‘ 
and all confused; then he has seen,a matter which may give. him 
a kind of image ‘of the scenes which occurred when according to 
the"Ancient Gospel ‘we began to compel men by revealed truth 
and’ argument to accept of an immediate acquittal or pardon’ of . 
-their’sins in baptism. ‘Truth and error, and their effects on the 


mind are clearly seen by the pareeniati 
istered by the Apostles. 
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SACRED COLLOQUY. 
NO. 4, 


Mr Locke’s religion was neither enthusiasm nor apatby, but enlightened fervour: 
the conversion of his children was to him as the light of heaven, as life from the dead; 


still he did net expect, and would not attempt to make religion precede nature: with . 


the Apostle, he perceived that that is not first which is spiritual, but that which is na- 


tural, and afterwards that which is spiritual ; he expected no miracle in the conversion 


of his children ; they had all been educated by the best masters; he set them an example 
in‘his own’ person Of listening daily to the Bible as to the voice of God, and it might 
be said upon the whole, that in the literal sense of the injunction, Mr and Mrs Locke 
brought up their children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. | 

As the first spirits in the country for Biblical acumen visited the family, their two 
eldest children, Mary. and John had enjoyed peculiar advantages; Mary was a young 


person of divine simplicity, distinguished foi the graces of religion and nature, rather 


than for the display of dress and ornament: she was constitutionally delicate, with a 
little more gravity, perhaps, than might have been.é€xpected of the eldest daughter of 
Mrs Locke, whose sweet vivacity was always present where she herself was.. Mary, 
however, partook of the sound sense of her father, had a good taste, and was well 
educated. She now felt herself pressed on all sides by the reformed doctrine; the An- 
cient Gospel had made powerful inroads on her party peculiarities, and when its power, 
and point, and glorious freedom flashed upon her soul, she rose above herself, , and ge- 

casionally when conversing with her own brethren, poured forth her feelings in strains 
so impressive as to. alarm them for the safety of her: reiigion, but Mary herself, felt it 
was nv easy task for her to make any change in her religious sentiments, aud often 
seemed like a bird struggling to escape from the snare; this may account for the strength. 
and floridness of her speech to Sandford on a former evening; at that moment the 
light of heaven was on her soul, she felt as if the whole world ought to have been con. 


verted; she wondered haw men believing themselves purchased’ by the blood of Chist, 
aud hoping for heaven, could be could be idle or silent in a cavse so 


Mr Sranspury, said she, as in one evening, you will not 
consider me intrusive, but you promised to speak v, ith ine on the subject of the Ancien; 
Gospel, may ask, Sir, whether conéeive baptism, and remission indissolubly 
in the Christian religion. 

Mr S. —Like faith and baptigm:: baptism and remission are inaissolubty united 
in the Cliristian religion. 

Mary.—But have not men put them asunder, Sir? do not : a Feet proportion of pro. 


fessors say they enjoy remission without while others practise devoid 


of all reference to remission? 
Mr §8.—It is even so, my sister; we hare faith apart from beptiem, and baptism apart 
from faith; baptism without remission, and remission without baptism; we have re- 
“pentance without the spirit, and the spirit. without repentance: all things have been 


deranged or changed ; the gospel of th: grace of God has been dissolved, its elements 


broken up, torn from their natural and scriptural connection; and npulten and slain 
like the author of them, © 


M.—-Do you, §Sir, think these persons who say they enjoy remission apart from im- 


mersion, are really pardoned because they believe it. 


Mr S.-<I am RO reasoner, sister, we Ancient Guspel folks are of fact 
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people, we know it to be true what you say, that professors of Christianity assert they 
enjoy the remission of their sins apart from baptism, and we know that baptism is for 


highly questionable; our belief does not alter the nature of things; truth is not made 
- falsehood, nor falsehood truth by our belief: they have not been baptized for the remis- 


maiter, 
M.—I certainly feel with you, Bro. S.i in your observation that belief does not change 


ee does not the Savi riour say all things are possible to him that believeth, and the Apostles 


unclean in itself, yet_to him that esteemed any, thing unclean, it was unclean—may it 
mot be so here also; may it not he said that to the person who esteems faith without 
baptism to. be remission, it is remission? 


Mr &. —Mary, it is an easy matter to make a puzzle of a plain: vase, “ok some seonie 


“3 


4 


are very fond of such kind of rhetoric, to pitch a paradox upen principles and thoughts 
which their opponents have no skill to refute, is admirable logic | be guided by facts and 
Scripture, my dear child, facts are sober matters, and the Scriptures aretrue. _ 

’ To the man who believes any thing to be unclean, to him it is unclean the Apostle 
says so; and tothe man who believes faith to be remission, it may be remission; we 
dont Know, because the Scripture does not say so; and thus of all things else. Remis- 
sion without baptism, and baptism without faith, is like baptism without remission, or 
faith without baptism, wholly defective. The Ancient Gospel, however, is distinguished 

“ for its fulness and perfection, puting the believer ‘into the immediate and sensiblé posses 


Ome, with the forthcoming of the resurrection eternal, through our 
‘Lord Jesus Christ. 


M.—Supposing then, Bro. S.,a very. visible case, that a peraon who believes his sins 


not for the rémission of sins, would you baptize an. 
Mr S.—I certainly would not, unless I chose to put asunder those things which God 


reférence to the immediate, direct, and great purpose for which God ordained it, would 
be consummate arrogance in the person so doing, supposing he knew and understood it 
as. 1 do ;—‘ be baptized every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for the teppeapion 
of your sins, and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” | 

‘M.—Supposing, however, that you, or some one else should baptize him, but not for 
the remission of his sins, and that after two years his knowledge of the Scriptures 
taught him that what took place before immersion, viz, his faith, had not been to him 
remission ; would you then think him justifiedin. believing, that t Ie. 
he did not and would not receive for remission, was, and had beento him remission, 
or that now it is remission. \ 

Tam one of those who obtained a hope before I was baptized—I know some who 
have béen baptized-and dont yet believe themselves pardoned, others think that par- 
don isnot to be obtained in this world, but at the last judgment, and none of my breth- 
ren believe that it is obtained in ‘bapttam, ‘You see that I have abundance of work for 
you, Bro.§.. 

Mr 8.— Yes, there is abundance of apd you haye just a 
and but a few of our difficuities, but we must take them up ohe by one; though I know 

no cure but to begin afresh on the plan of the Aricient Gospel, and. that every one; and 
all together, seek and accept the remission of sin in the way appointed of God. But to 
your case of the man who has remission before baptism, as he supposes ;—pray, Sister 
Mary, make the case your own, and Jet-me hear how you would dispose of it. 


the remission of sins, but whether they are pardoned simply: because they believe so, is 
sion of sins—the Scriptures command they soul and this is all we know of the- | 


_( thetruth of, things ; ; to believe that faith is remissian does not make it remission. But 


that though he himself was persuaded on the authority of the Lord, that nothing was > 


sion of the remission of all past sins, giving him the spirit of holiness for the time to _ 


to have becn forgiven previously to immersion, should come to a to be baptized, but 


-_ has joined together. Baptism is for the remission of sins, and to administer it without | 
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' M.—Why, Sir, on our plan the case would be a very plaia one, because we do not 
immerse for the remission of sins; the experience of such a person would doubtless be 
very gratifying, and he would be baptized, but not for the remission of sins. 
‘Mr S.—Suppose he should afterwards embrace our views, what then, Mary? 
should aye that te to your entitled to an immediate 
personal-— 
Mr S.~-Pardon mticvigiles, my child, I meant to ask whether you folks w vals now 
think the man’s faith sand been remission, as was supposed? 
M.--Ceftainly not. 
; Mr 8.—You see chen, my dear Mary, it was safe for me that I did not baptize him 
without a reference to remission, because then I should have been the cause of pre- 
senting the world with the anomalous case of a man having true faith and baptism, 
without the remission of his sins—he would not receive it by baptism, aud now he has 
* found that he had it not by faith alone. —% | 
M.—What would you do with him, Sir? 
Mr S.—His case is quite changed my child, and calls for a distinct consideration, if 
we are to attend to reason and error rather than facts and Scripture ; in the mean tine, 
be assured, my daughter, that to submit to the Gospel and receive its blessing in the form 
and at the time prescribed of God, is the safe and profitable, because it is the ancient 
and Scriptural method; but we have opportunity of discoursing of this 
i matter. 


DIVINE INSTITUTIONS. 


Every: establishment; political or r religious, derives its origin 
from some person; “oF as the Apostle has it, “every house is buil: 
by some one.” ‘The human family, the law, and the gospel, ori- 
ginated in Adam, Moses, and Jesus, respectively and successively, — 
but the ultimate author of all.these institutions is God: He that 
built all things, subjeins the Apostle, isGod. Heb.4.c.. 
| As the distinguished architects of these divine edifices then the 
: names of Adam, Moses, and Jesus, are of frequent recurrence in 

| the Holy Scriptures; and the history and fortunes of these illus- 

trious personages. as the father of mankind; as the most renowned — 
ae of the ancient Lawgivers, and.as the Saviour of the world, must 
be equally interesting to all 

Adam, all respects musi interest ni first of 
first to taste the vital air—the in¢ence breathing morn—the first 
who saw the sin arise, and Watch@l in heaven’s wide pathway 
the wandering sph. res the first who lent his senses to the music 
of the groves and. fountains, the melodious birds, the lowing herds 
and all the. sports.and pastime.of the woods he saw the world 


in its young: with: her of 
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green; the rosy-fingered summer, the golden autumn, and hoary 


winter: lord of this lower world, and great source of men; his 
nature, above the inferior tribes, was adorned with a universal per- 


— ception of all relations, and empowered by his Creator to turn that 


perception to his own good and the glory of Him in whose i image 


he was fashioned. 


From an infant rocked in a cradle of bulrushe’ on ‘the waters _ 
of the Nile, Moses to be the prince of Israel, superior to every 


difficulty, arose transcendant; gifted with a high minded nation-_ 


alitk, whea he became of age he refused to be called the son of 


Pharoah’s daughter, and greatly stooped to suffer affliction with 


the people of God rather than enjoy the pleasures of sin for a 
season. After exploits the most signal and renowned, from the — 
top of Sinai, nodding beneath the pressure of Him who ‘made the _ 
universe, he reached up his hands to heaven and received thence ~ 
a code of laws, alike distingwished for their pure morality and 
their high authority; and having constituted his own nation at 


once free, renowned and happy, he died ; and being entombed by - 
the Almighty finished his splendid career in a triumph not vouch- 
safed to the wisest of the Greeks or the most warlike of the Ro- 
- mans: surely an enterprise like the abduction of Israel from — 
Egypt, so greatly sustained by every virtue, must ever be estima-_ 
‘ted by the.wise and considerate of mankind as an unperishable 


monument of the greatness of the peemopoge by whom, under God, 


it was conducted. 


. Jesus—heaven’s last best gift: the thoughts of reclaiming man 


‘pev er entered any heart until it entered his. The conquest of the 


world by arms.had filled many a proud breast, but the conquest 
of it by. the unconstrained oblation of himself was as original wiih 


hum as it was unique, and holy, and powerful, and lovely, and ex- 
cellent and glorious.. He was the proper personage, therefore, in 


whom tosum up iue whole executive of the universe—He sits in 


heaven, therefore, a priest upon his. throne, the brightncs: of his 
father’s glory, and an express:image of his person. 


_ Nature is rich, and beautiful, and splendid, and various; but-O 
what boundless regions of glorious thought have been redeemed 


to man by ,the elevation of Jesus to the throne of God! Youth! 


immortal-youth, beauty, loveliness, and eternal life; the kingly 


ornaments of wisdom, greatness, dignity, venegation, crowns ;.the 
the imperial pomp of pow virtues, dominations, principalities, 


thrones, ; the social glory o general assembly and congrega- 
tion.of the first-born enrolled in heaven—of angels innumerable 


perfectly just—Christ and God! hallelujah, blessings, 


and glory, and wisdom, and,thanksgiving, and honor, ane 
and might, be unto our forever, and Amen. 
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it is a curious fact, that though Jesus is set in opposition to 


Adam and Moses, and occasionally contrasted with the last of - 


them, Moses and Adam are never contrasted with each other; 


ina single instance they are brought together in this way— 


‘death reigned from Adam to Moses; ’—the reason is this, the 
economy of Scripture is not to say any ‘thing of thesespersonages 
for their own sake, but only as they serve as foils or offsets to 
Messiah, that holy, harness, and undefiled one, whomGod would 


: \ all men know that by him they may be: redeemed, recon- 


iled, justified, sanctified, saved, and made heirs of eternal life. 


The first man is of the earth; earthy; the second man is the 


Lord trom heaven! ‘This is w holly: personal and shows us that 
Adam and Jesus in point of origin or nature are antipodes to each 


other, the last transcending the first as heaven transcends the — 


earth. These observations of the Apostles, too, are inacknow!- 
edged harmony with the accoufits which the'Old and New ‘Testa- 


‘ments furnish of the origin. of these illustrious personages con- 


cerning whom we are discoursing: Of Adam it is said—‘ And 


the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground and breathed 


into his nostrils the breath of life, and man became a living soul.’ 


- But of Jesus Christ it is said—‘ In the beginning was the Word, 


and the Word was with God, and the Word was God; all things 


. were made by*it, and without it was not any thing made that was 
made: init was life, and the life was the light of men; and the 


light shined in darkness and the darkness comprehended it not; 
and the Word became flesh and dwelt amongst us, and we beheld 
His glory, the glory of an only begotten of the Father, full of 
grace andiruth.” The Law was given by Moses, but the Grace, 


and the ‘Truth, came by Jesus Christ, of his fullness have all we 


received, even grace for grace, or one favor instead of another— 
the Gospel instead of the Law, and at his descent, therefore, 1t was 


, said ‘The Holy Spirit shall come upon thee, and ‘the power of the 
Highest shall overshadow thee, therefore, that holy thing which 


shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of,God.’ The earthy 
man returned to the earth from whence he had been taken, for 
dust he was, and unto dust did_ he return, and so, also, the hea- 


venly man returned to where he was before. ‘I came forth from 
my Father and came into the world:’ again, I leave this world — 


and go to my Father and you see me no more.’ What, said the 
Redeemer, ‘and ff you shall see the Son of man ascend up where 
he was before? 

In a former number we saw contrast 1s, such'dis- 
similitude in the attributes and qualities of persons and things, as 


contributes to the visibility and perception of their parts and 
charactors; ‘also, that ‘contraniety’ consists in oppositions 
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repugnant, as light and darkness, good and evil, &c. &c. Now. 


it is a curious fact, that in no one instance have the Scripture au- 
thors employed the first of these laws, namely contrast, to compare 
the first and last of these personages, namely Adam and Jesus— 
they are never contrasted with each other, but always opposed as_ 
contraries—set in constant, opposition to.each other, as a first 
Adam anda last Adam—the one of the earth, the other from 
heaven; fhe one animal, the other spiritual; the one a living soul, 
the other a quickning spirit, &c. ‘The following Scriptures will 
beautifully illustrate the preceding observation: ‘Since by a man 


came death, by man also came the resurrection of the dead;’ for 


as in § Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.’ 


_ the first man was made a living soul, the last a quickning spirit; 
howbeit, that is not first which is spiritual, but that which 1s nat- 


ural, and afterwards that which is spiritual: the first man is of the 
earth, earthy ;. the last man “is the Lord from heayen; as is this 
earthy, such are they also that are earthy—and as Is the heavy enly 
man, such are they alsothat are heavenly; and as we have borne 
the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the hea-. 
venly,” &c. 4. Cor. 15 chap. 

“Under the law of contrar iety, then, what magnificent sabes are 


brought together in the above Scripture in reference to the two 


great personages, Adam and Jesus, and with what facility does 
the mind perceive the diametrical —— which exist between 
two Parente. 


Inthe following scheme ‘of the three dispensations i is seen with 
oreat distinctness the difference between the ancient Gospeland the 


- ancient order of-the Church: The reader will perceive also they 
‘are both rich topics, and abound in the explanation of many, yea 


of all New Testament matters. ‘The word Gospel is-used by the 
sacred writers in both a specific and general sense: specifically it 
denotes the facts of Christs death, burial, and resurection, with 
those principles of faith, &c, ‘which are necessary to obey the 
truth; generally, it ts used’i in a very comprehensive sense, de- 
noting not only the Gospel, strictly so called, but also the ancient 


order of the Church, and yar included i in the word 


Christianity. 

The word Gospel then, as seen every W nave in the New 
Testament when employed in its most general sense includes al! 
Christian matters, in a more limited sense, howeverit signifies those 
facts, orinciples, and privileges, involved comprehensively in faith 
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and immersion, but ina still more limited sense it signifies the facts 


of Christ’s death, burial, resurection &c.’ 


In any of these senses, 


the ancient onder is an item,and bee an item bof the ancient Gospel. 


A D A M. 
Ta the day thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die 
SL N,. | : 


MOSES. 
oem | ‘Thou shalt have no o other God beside me. 


Tem. Min, Fests Learn. Fast, Synag. Idols, Pros. Cu Jud 


2 Solomons’, Cyrus’, Herod’s temp. mon. 
3 High pric sts, sup. off., priests, lev. statio. 
men, nethanims. 
4 Ves, alt. meat & drink off wave & heave 
| off. §c.; daily, weekly, monthly, and 
annual services. 
5 Passover, pentecost, tabernacles, 
6 N.moon, trumpets, an. expia. sab. ‘sab- 
batical, jubilee, lots. 


“Behold beloved in whom I am well 


ANCIENT GOSPEL. 
Faith, Rep. Bap. Remis. H. Spirit, Resur. 
1 2 3 4 5 


1 God, Christ, Holy Spirit, Evidence, 

2 Con: version, Reconciliation, 

3 Remis. Chedi. Regener. washing, &c. 

4 Pardon, N, Cov. Justifica. Adop. Salva. 
5 Sanctification, Illumination, &c. 


places of worship, divifiations. 
9 Jews, Samaritans, Sad. Phar. Essenes, 
 Herodious. 

} 10 Slaves, pros. of the gate, and of right. 
and their children... 

11 Books, writing, astronomy, &c. 

12 Laws, civil & ecc’!, punishments. 

13 Habitations, mar. chil. dress, parties, - 
14 Women, travelling, war, sci. medicine. » 
15 Judea, its limits, capital, er 


| seasons agriculture. 


ANCIENT - ORDER. 
Gov't. Wor. Dis. Man. Cus. Litera. 
4 


11 Treasury, &c. 
-|2 Pray. & Sing. Read, Ex: Teach, Preach. 


3 Baptism, Lord’s Supper, Collection. 
4 Private, Pub. & Mixed Offences Exam. 


5 Hosp. H Kiss,S Hands, Emb. Wash. Peet. 
§ New Testament a 


It is now years nearly [1819] si since and-a few others, 
perhaps 10-or 12, sat down in’ the ancient order of the Church, as 
explained in the writi of the, brethren; at that time we knew 
no other Church of like faith and order? I had been a Presbyte- 
rian, but my mind now became. wholly, revolutionized and sunk 
_ down like lead, upon the first principles of the Gospel, as may be 

seen in a few essays which I had the pleasure of writing for the 
periodical of our distinguished Bro.,Alexander Campbell about 10 
years ago, these essays were upon the one fact developed in the 
4 Gospel’s; viz, that ‘Jesus is. the Christ’ entitled on ‘ apeonmg 
Christanity, andover the signature.‘ Philip.’ 

I projected the scheme of a New Testaments ‘tie that which 
has since been successfully Edited by Bro. A Campiell, went to 
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the Printer, Mr Butler of Pittsburgh with the pros 
covered my means were too limited, abandoned the 
attempt. 
[then pablistved. a of; a periodical to be entitled the 
¢ Millennial Herald’; gota. goodly number of subscribers, and in- 
tended to discuss the two subjects of the ancient Gospel, and the 
Millennium. My. views:on=both these: subjects have since been 
printed. had’ vacated:my school for the purpose of having the 
_ first of these Numbers printed, when an interview with Bro. Camp- 
bell carried me to the Western Reserve, Augist 1827, when by a 
singular turn, though personally unknown to.the whole association 
[was appointed.’a Preacher Evangelist. never. made one 
objection to the nomination, nor to the appointment, but. saw in 
it a providence, I believed no mortal .then but myself. 
- Timmediately cut all other .connectioris,-abandoned my projected 
Editorship, diselved myacademy; left my Church, left my family, 
_ dropt the bitterest tear‘over my infant household that ever escaped 
~fromén y eyes, and setoutunder the simple conduct of Jesus Christ, 
_‘tomake'an experiment of what 1s now: styled the Ancient 

“Thad consulted no mortal ‘on the topic of the Ancient Gospel, _ 
the very phrase was unknown, e<cept:im a single piece, which was 
- dropt from my own pen about two or thrée’months before. I'waa 

rompted to it by no man nor set of men; nor did I get it from men, 
eae front the book of Ged, and that too by a course of reading, 
-meditation and prayer to God, which he alone knows, and to him 
alone the praise isdue. My essays on the one fact required to be 
carried out and the matter of theni reduced to practice. 

In my very first tour, I left the association ground, went to the 
otf side and made an unsuccessful experiment of the Ancient 
Gospel : the people fled, but I renewed the experiment with success 
shortly afterwards, in another. place, and actually immersed the 
erts for the remission sinsjand ‘forthe Holy Spirit spoken 
“by-Peter, Acts 2nd... Nothing as yet had been published 

‘on ths subject of the Ancient Gospel. 
Alt was at present experiment, had no model’ but the’ “Apontles: 
“had seen “no mortal immerse for the remission of sits, man ac- 
cept the candidate, on the simple ¢onfession of ‘the one fact, no 
_ person propose that believers should be baptized, that they migh 
receive the Holy Spirit. 

_L, proceeded .in...this matter without example, without, council, 
and without: reference to any: mode or practice. which I ever saw 
or ever heard of. [ followed Christ and his Apostles alone, and 
«the-e 
periment Bro? Campbell took the following notice: 

Walter Scott, who is NOW’ ‘Going’ the’ an 


tus, but dis- 


with complete success, Of. this ex- 
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the Minette Baptist association informs me per letter of the 4th. 


had made an‘erperiment in preaching the Ancient 


Gospel, for*ten préeeeditig'the date of this letter. He'states_ 
the’ effects as having -bedn.: immediate and astonishing nO) 
than’ thirty have’ itaniersed in'that time 


letter “isdated in th; of ‘course’ the’ experiment 


erred to Occurred in Dec, 1827, from which moment the whole _ 


‘around, ‘preachers and. people: were aroused, and all illumi-~ 


‘bustles epnfusion. and, conversion, When 1828, Jan. 
topic, and. the matter 


“Never was partyism so ‘paffeled“as “it -Hias been: by: that of 
lements ‘styled the ‘Aficicnt: ‘Gospel, ahd the reader is'referred to. 
ed Coloquy,” for thé mariner'in which the editor handled 

these things in 1827 ‘but further’ etclaircissment | if 


Chrigtianity, and: with. good SUCCESS ; within this county 
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| daring the-tast'twelve months, perhaps 73 thave been buried hy and are lear- 
ing and doing those things cormmanded by the King. 


Bro. Paxton, Smithr and. fully in. the. Reformation, and will, T 
doubt not , aid much: in thedifusion,of truth, He isa good speaker, has great influence, 
tha will undoubtedly, gocing he i is. lipid. and: have as great as other 


church on York ‘at. eightetni months ago, for reasons which we ‘conceived the New Tes- 
tament to we dre ‘about Aumber; Dr. Purmly'is with us—any brethren 
from the west p ease call at "Dr. Elder, 75 


at my house, No. , Sullivan street. 


From Bro. M’Neéely,-Cadia here. ate doing well, crowing, I 
more and the wisdom whith ‘cometh from above, — 
From Bro. Nat. Lunenburg county, Va.—Some of the here are wr 

ing to follow their Saviotir’ s example in the we was un of tj much Gai: and harmony 


From Bro, Parquiiar, Wilmingtop, Clinton .0,=T he congrs 


be doing well; two were added. to the saved last week. Nothing, | in my judgment, is 
. wanting to destroy party-t ‘ism, but ‘an enlightened proclamation of the Ancient Gospel. 


From Bro. A. Forrard. —A difieulty: ‘exists in the Bracken church, Ky. in relation to 


_ the manner of ordaining elders, Does the: church collective possess the rigtit to sepa~ 


fate qualified for every” office? and who are to Yay on hands? [If my dear 
Bro., the ¢hureh Has riot the” ‘Tight, who lias? be on are to be holy, 


_Fromi Bro» Welsh. Mount Pleasant, VaBro. am to see you 


have begun at the beginning, and hope that your never be by.a foun- 


ed, [Phe Lord bless the 
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Seams the Methedss?s, 56 ministers anid 12,182 coroménicapts the Freeditt Bapiists 


| 
| 
{ NEW YORK.—The following: statemepts respecting the dierent i is 


Lutherans, ministers, ahd 2.972 ‘rommunicants ; the Roman" @atholice; Bricads, 


ptists 210 136 99, centiat les, and 12.936 
the Congregationajists 156 churches, 107, pastors, ana 9,626 


> 


| Jghout 50 Congregations; the Friends about J0socicti¢s; thie Unitarians, 12 societies 
ministers ‘the Epsscopslians, ‘ministers ; the: Roman. Cathoties; nes? 


a New Jerusalem Church, 3 socisties there 


communicants Baptists. have 73aghurches, 61 ministers and 279 cotmuni-— 
toad! Baptists haye 67 eharches, ministers, ang Ao. 5,000 commupieants ; 

Methodists, 30, ministers, and. 3,180. communicants.; Pr Haye 
and 1,499 communicants; ‘Christiane have Ap 13 
cieties ; Universalists; about 20 congregations: 


VERMONT —F 


33 ministers, 10-licentiates,) ‘and. 17,276. commiunitants “the Biplists 105 


ches, 


ters: and 8,577 communicants’: the 15: fuinigters ‘the: 
@ieties and: I minister; and there’ ‘ome Prep will Baptists; Ch 

491 chiurehes, ‘ahd 433 Ordained 
Tib of whom are Unitarians; ; the Baptists; churches, niivisters, and 
12,580 cominufiieatite; the Methodists, 71 preachers, and 8,200 members ; the Univer- 


wor 


--salists, 46 gocieties; the Episcopalians; 31 aoinistérs Terusalem Church, 
societies the 9 ministers; the Cuthelies, and the 
“RHODE ISLAND. “The Baptists in ‘this state } have: 2,660 
Methodists 10 preachers and.1,100- members Congregatiovatists , 10 churches 
ministers, and. 1,000 communicants; the Unitar societies and 2 ministers ; the 
about, S00 communicants; thea,’ apbly nunierons ; and there are 
CONNECTICUT. —Phe nave ministers and 26 licentiates; 


9,732. epinmunicants ; the 


tists churches, «8 ministers, 14 Jicentiates; «ahd 
39. ministers; the ahd: 5,000 eommunieants ; 
re realist Of Vaiterians, 1 
Catholicss. 1 of Shakers, and. some Freewid Baptists, and a few Sar manians. 


e also:several societies of Friends,acveral of, Unt 


from * The Quarterly Register of the American Education Society,’for Feb. 1832. 
—The Presbyterians have 5 synods, 90 Presbyterien, 587. churches, 486 ministers, 
54.093 communicants ; the Ditch Reformed, 148 churches, ministers, 
Heentrates, and 8972 communicants} the Associate Synod “of. WV. 23,15 Con regations, 
ministers and 1,668. communicants; the Methodists, 73,174 members : “the Baprisis, 
churches, 387 ministers, and 43,565 communicants the Epiacopajians, 
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